Case 1 J P, girl, born 22.2.63 Presented shortly after birth with clinical and radiological picture of intestinal obstruction. X-ray abdomen aged 2 days: appearances of Hirschsprung's disease. Dramatic improvement after flatus tube passed per rectum. Subsequently, periodic constipation and some persisting abdominal distension. Aged 4 months: Rectal biopsy; no ganglia seen in myenteric plexus. Aged 8 months: Rectosigmoidectomy.
Histology (Dr R I K Elliott): One piece of colon 14 cm long: The longitudinal section taken clearly demonstrated an almost complete loss of ganglion cells in the excised specimen; but at one end a few ganglia were found in Auerbach's plexus, indicating that excision had been carried out to a satisfactory level. Colon: Hirschsprung's disease.
Progress: Bowel function gradually returned to normal. Dwarfism became apparent. Skeletal X-ray survey at age of 2 years showed: (1) Hands, evidence of achondroplasia. Humeri shortened.
(2) Dorsolumbar spine normal. (3) Pelvis normal. (4) Short thick femora.
The skeletal radiological survey was repeated at the age of 4 years. Appearances were even more characteristic of achondroplasia with noninvolvement of face and pelvis. 
